[How to reduce morbidity in celioscopic biliary surgery. Apropos of a series of 446 consecutive operations].
We reported a series of 446 consecutive cholecystectomies performed laparoscopically between June 1990 and January 1993. There were 354 females and 92 men, mean age 53 +/- 17 years. Laparoscopic cholangiography was attempted in 410 cases (92%) and led to the discover of a stone in the main bile duct in 18 cases (4%) and an abnormal insertion of the bladder duct in 30% (6.7%). Conversion to laparotomy was required in 84 patients (18.8%) due to difficult dissection (52), peroperative incidents or accidents (15) and abnormal hepatogram (17). No accident inherent to the operation was encountered in this series. One death occurred after laparotomic conversion for acute angiocholitis. The rate of post-operative complications was 5.6% and reoperations were required in 7 patients (1.5%).